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INTRODUCTION1

While it is the shortest book in the Bible, 2 John does not lack
fervency and constancy in admonishing the child of God to fight daily
to hold firmly to the sound doctrine of Christ (2 Tim. 4:1-6; Gal. 1:6-9).
The church of the apostle John’s day struggled to maintain the singular,
unadulterated doctrine (teaching) of Christ against “new philosophies”
and “false teachers” whose goal was to completely swallow up and
wipe out Christianity. Similarly, the church of our Lord, today, must
maintain and herald its clear message of the one true doctrine of Christ
“in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation” (Phil. 2:15, ASV)
which lays “aside the commandment of God” to “hold the tradition of
men” (Mk. 7:8-9). Still today, there is no shortage of those who will
manipulate and change the doctrine of Christ to make it more “palat-
able and acceptable” to the masses. 2 John sets forth a solemn warning
to the Christians of that day, and to Christians today, to hold fast to
sound doctrine—Christ’s doctrine—in order to have true fellowship
with God and the reward of Heaven.

DOCTRINE “OF” OR “ABOUT” CHRIST?

Many attempt to negate the authenticity of the teachings of Christ
and comprise His doctrine found in Holy Scripture. Sadly, they are
“unlearned and unstable” and do so “unto their own destruction” (2 Pet.
3:16). Through the years, many have correctly understood that the word
“doctrine” (in 2 Jn. 9) is translated from the Greek word, didachee
which means “teaching,” viz. “that which is taught.”2 The Greek word,
“hee didachee” conveys: of God, tou kuriou, tou Christou, the doctrine
which has God, Christ, the Lord, for its author and supporter.”3
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The phrase “doctrine of Christ” in 2 John 9 has reference to the
teachings of Christ, i.e., the teachings which Christ gave and therefore
is the foundation of one’s faith. Brother Guy N. Woods offers the
following noteworthy clarification:

Is the doctrine (teaching) of Christ, referred to in 2 John 9,
doctrine (teaching) about Christ, or teaching which Christ did
personally and through his chosen emissaries? What is the
meaning of the statement, “Whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God” (ASV)?

The “doctrine (teaching) of Christ” is not a genitive of the
object—teaching about Christ—but a subjective genitive—the
teaching which the Lord himself did and that which he also
accomplished through his agents.

An induction of a few of the many occurrences of this construc-
tion makes clear this conclusion:

a. The “doctrines (teaching) of the Pharisees” were not matters
biographically descriptive of this Jewish sect, but teaching which
this Pharisaical movement sought to urge upon others (Mat.
15:9).

b. The “doctrine (teaching) of devils” was not detailed descrip-
tions of demons, but teaching with which these wicked spirits
sought to infect others (1 Tim. 4:1-6).

c. The “doctrine of vanities” taught by the heathen and de-
nounced by Jeremiah was not teaching about vanity, but vain
teaching itself (Jer. 10:8).

d. The “doctrine of Balaam” was not biographical data gathered
to acquaint others with this faithless and apostate prophet, but
the doctrine (teaching) which Balaam attempted to teach others
(Rev. 2:14).

e. The “teaching” of the apostles did not consist of a collection
of facts concerning Paul, Peter, John and the rest, but the
teaching which these men did as ambassadors of the Christ (Acts
5:28).

f. The “principles” (doctrine) of Christ were not the rules by
which he governed his own life, but that which he promulgated
for his followers (Heb. 6:1).

These are all of the same construction and are subjective
genitives—clear instances of the chief feature of the genitive of
“whence-case”—out of, or from.4 When John wrote, “Whosoever
goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not
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God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the
Father and Son,” (2 John 9, ASV), he was demonstrating that
adherence to the “doctrine” (teaching) of Christ was the divine
test, set up to judge the Gnostic perverters then plaguing the
church. This was then, as it is today, the only infallible standard
of conduct.5

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST ... FROM GOD TO CHRIST

John, the beloved apostle, penned: “These things have I written
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the
Son of God” (1 Jn. 5:13). What one believes about John’s writing must
be based on an acceptance that it is the Word of God. God, Himself,
has declared that not only John’s writings, but: “All scripture is given
by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). Literally, God breathed the words
written by His chosen vessels. There can be no doubt then, that the
doctrine of Christ was given to Him by His Father. In response to the
Jews marveling at His teaching in the temple, Jesus affirmed:

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. He that
speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh
his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness
is in him (Jn. 7:17-18).

Christ’s doctrine was given Him by the Father and was apparent in
Christ’s total submission to God’s will. He declared: “I can of mine
own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just;
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath
sent me” (Jn. 5:30). Prior to that affirmation by Jesus, the Pharisees had
accused Him of not being truthful in His claim to be the Son of God.
Yet, the Master Teacher refuted their charges.

The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of
thyself; thy record is not true. Jesus answered and said unto
them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for
I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell
whence I come, and whither I go. Ye judge after the flesh; I
judge no man. And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am
not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. It is also written in
your law, that the testimony of two men is true. I am one that
bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth
witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father?
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Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had
known me, ye should have known my Father also. These words
spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no
man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come (Jn. 8:13-
20).

Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto
them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. I
have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me
is true; and I speak to the world those things which I have heard
of him. They understood not that he spake to them of the Father.
Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of
man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of
myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.
And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me
alone; for I do always those things that please him (Jn. 8:25-29,
emphasis added).

The teachings of Christ originated with His Father.

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST ...
FROM CHRIST TO HIS APOSTLES

The doctrine of Christ was delivered “in person” by Jesus to His
apostles during His three-year earthly ministry. “And when he had
called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease” (Mt. 10:1). Christ spent time in teaching,
fellowship and prayer with His chosen disciples (Mt. 17:1; Mk. 5:37;
14:33; Lk. 6:13-16). He prepared them daily to take up the mantle of
teaching His doctrine after His departure (Jn. 14:3-ff; 3:13; 20:17). It
is clear from Jesus’ rebuke to His apostles in John 14:9 that they spent
much time together. “Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?”

Christ sent out the twelve to take His doctrine to the “lost sheep of
the house of Israel” and they were commanded: “[G]o, preach, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt. 10:6-7). Empowerment by the
Holy Spirit, the apostles were ambassadors for Christ proclaiming His
doctrine. Paul stressed:

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
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himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us:
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God (2 Cor.
5:18-20).

The apostles were given authority to act in the Lord’s stead as they did
their work among men. Guided by the Holy Spirit, they were enabled
to fulfill their obligations without error; and, what they bound on earth
had already been bound in heaven. They were chosen to announce and
implement Christ’s will (Mt.16:16-19; 18:18; Jn. 20:23). Peter and the
other apostles did not bind and loose according to their own designs.
Rather, they were miraculously guided in revealing the Law of Christ
(Mk. 13:11; Jn. 16:12-14; 15:26; Acts 2; Gal. 1:6-12; Rev. 22:18-19).6

From these considerations it is seen that the apostles did not arbitrarily
bind and loose, but God did the binding and loosing through them by
directing their words.

Christ qualified the apostles to be indisputable and infallible
witnesses of His resurrection—forever inspiring the written record for
all to hear, believe and obey. Jesus told His apostles: “But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Who
would be better or more qualified to testify that Christ had truly been
raised from the dead than those who had seen it with their own eyes.
“And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:33). Peter
told the household of Cornelius:

And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land
of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a
tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;
Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God,
even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the
dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of
quick and dead (Acts 10:39-42).

Christ further confirms that His apostles had indeed been with Him
from the beginning in John 15:26-27. No one living today has seen
Christ. Today, no one can give direct, eyewitness testimony of His
resurrection from the dead. The only witnesses the Lord authorized to
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give such testimony were His hand-picked apostles. Only they were
empowered to give inspired, infallible testimony. The apostles’
testimony was all that was needed for their generation and for all of
remaining history. Their testimony has been forevermore preserved in
the inspired writings of the New Testament!7

In addition to eyewitness account and being ambassadors for Him,
Christ enabled the apostles to confirm their spoken word with miracu-
lous signs. This was the primary purpose of miracles. “And they went
forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following” (Mk. 16:20). The Hebrews
writer also upholds that God miraculously bore witness to confirm the
doctrine of Christ, saying:

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? (Heb. 2:3-4).

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST ...
FROM HIS APOSTLES TO THE MEN ON PENTECOST

In Luke’s account of the “Great Commission,” Jesus told His
apostles:

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are
witnesses of these things. And, behold, I send the promise of my
Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high (Lk. 24:47-49).

The apostles began carrying out that “Great Commission” on the day
of Pentecost when they were “endued with power from on high” (cf.
Acts 2). From that day onward they taught the doctrine they had
received, the doctrine they had learned from Christ. That doctrine was
passed on from His apostles to the many present in Jerusalem on that
life-changing day and it has been changing lives ever since. About the
happenings on that Pentecost day, we will do well to note the follow-
ing.

First, the unmistakable gifts and power the men received from the
apostles were from God. Through the power of miraculous knowledge,
the apostles spoke in the native languages of the people present on that
occasion—each person understood the message. After hearing the
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message delivered on Pentecost, those who were obedient to God
worked together in harmony and fellowship (Acts 2:42). These newly
converted ones to the blessings of the Gospel were diligent to follow
the “teachings” (translated from the same Greek word translated
“doctrine”) in every detail on a daily basis. The power to proclaim the
doctrine of Christ, as well as the ability to perform miracles to confirm
it, was given to the apostles when they received the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Luke records:

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and
it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance (Acts 2:2-4).

Through the laying on of the apostles hands, the Holy Spirit gave first
century converts the ability to preach and teach the doctrine of Christ
and to do miracles (Acts 8:17-18). In this way, the doctrine of Christ
was sustained and new converts were enabled to represent Him in word
and deed. It is clear from the words of Peter—“For even hereunto were
ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21)—that a mere, mental
awareness of the doctrine of Christ was not enough in the first century,
and neither is it today!

Secondly, on Pentecost, God authorized the apostles to preach the
Truth. That Truth was received by three thousand souls who were
added to the kingdom of Christ (Acts 2:42). From that day, Acts 6:7
records: “And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith” (emphasis added). That is, the
Gospel “system” of the faith which Jude exhorts all Christians to
earnestly contend for (Ju. 3). In Jerusalem on that Pentecost day Jews
from throughout the world and from every walk of life had an equal
opportunity to obey the Gospel and to become citizens in the kingdom
of Christ.

Third, the work of the apostles and other inspired men continued
through “the pen of inspiration.” By putting the doctrine of Christ in
writing, they preserved and made possible the authentication of their
message. The apostles were promised (and did receive) the miraculous
gift of “what to say.” They were told: “But when they shall lead you,
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and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak,
neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that
hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost” (Mk.
13:11).

The doctrine of Christ which they received and passed on by
inspiration is the one and only doctrine given by God. It is a far cry
from the ideas of continual revelation and the reformation of plain
Bible teaching by way of religious opinion and man-made traditions.
The church at Colossae demonstrated a heart of reception to Paul’s
instruction that all Christians should have in receiving the doctrine of
Christ. Even so, he warned them: “Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Col. 2:8).

The beauty of inspiration is that the doctrine of Christ was received
in all of its purity as it was the very Word of Christ. New Testament
writers, like the Old Testament writers, were inspired to write the will
of God without it being tainted with their opinions. 2 Peter 1:20-21
says: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.”

It was necessary for the New Testament writers to record God’s
Word verbatim. In so doing, they removed any easy criticism by
Satan’s workers. The inspiration of Scripture preserves the timeliness
of the doctrine of Christ and its ability to convict men of their sins.
Many negative attitudes toward the doctrine of Christ—such as the
Bible is not relevant—find their origin in the erroneous thinking of
men. The doctrine of Christ is uniquely current in its message.

Jesus said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away” (Mt. 24:35). The implication of that statement is that
there will never be a time when the usefulness of the doctrine of Christ
will expire—the doctrine of Christ will outlast time. The doctrine of
Christ will always be relevant.

Secular denominational errors have confused man into thinking his
problems are intellectual, emotional or physical, that they do not relate
to his own sin. Contrasted to that, in a manner of speaking, the Bible
says that the root of all sin is “selfishness.” John declares: “For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 Jn. 2:16). To
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find the solution for the problems caused by “the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,” one must turn to the doctrine
of Christ. Paul let the Jews know that their ancestry did not exempt
them from being sinners when he told them “As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one ... all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Rom. 3:10, 23).

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST IS ALL-AUTHORITATIVE

The Bible gives evidence that Christ’s doctrine was recognized as
belonging to Him. Christ “taught them on the sabbath days. And they
were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power” (Lk.
4:31-32, emphasis added; cf. Mk. 1:22, 27; 11:18). The astonishment
of the people was due to the authority of Jesus’ words—authority that
could only come from God. His teaching was not patterned after the
methods of the Pharisees. He did not bow down before the traditions of
the elders, but spoke the Truth of God’s Word, regardless of the
prejudices of the people.8 At the conclusion of Jesus’ “Sermon on the
Mount,” Matthew 7:28-29 reports: “And it came to pass, when Jesus
had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For
he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” About
that, Coffman comments:

The significance of this great sermon was not lost upon those
who first heard it. They understood, although probably not all of
them believed, that Jesus in this magnificent discourse laid claim
to authority surpassing that of: (1) the scribes, (2) the Decalogue,
(3) Moses, (4) the Holy Scriptures, and (5) all earthly and human
authorities. The truly perceptive must surely have detected the
advance indications that here indeed was THE MESSIAH.9

No greater declaration of Christ’s authority is to be found than His own
when He said:

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world
(Mt. 28:18-20).

Note the following key excerpts from Coffman’s commentary on
Matthew 28:18-20, which underscore that Christ’s doctrine is all
authoritative.
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All authority in heaven ... This teaches the divinity of Christ. If
these words were spoken by a mere man, they are nonsense; and
therefore in this statement Christ lays claim to status as a
member of the Godhead. Ten times in the Greek New Testa-
ment, Christ is actually called God (see John 1:1; John 20:28;
Acts 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Phil. 2:6; Heb. 1:8; Titus 2:13; 2 Peter
1:1; 1 John 5:20; Rev. 1:8; also Col. 2:9 and John 14:9). This
says nothing of the countless passages in which he laid claim to
attributes of deity, as for example when he said, “Before
Abraham was, I am!” Christ is God come in the flesh. That is the
central meaning and message of Christianity.

Go ye therefore and make disciples ... Disciples can be made
only by teaching; therefore the KJV did no violence to the
meaning with the translation, “Go teach all nations.” Mark’s
account makes it crystal clear that that is what was said. Thus,
teaching, as a prerequisite of discipleship, is evident as one of
the basic principles of the faith. Infants cannot be taught, and
therefore, in the true view, they cannot become disciples until
they are old enough to be taught. The Great Commission is
clearly opposed to infant church membership.

Into the name ... Three names are given, yet they are one name.
God’s unity and oneness are taught by this. There are three
persons in the Godhead, and each has a name; but their name is
one!

Teaching them to observe all things ... The perpetual mission of
the church as a teacher is implicit in these words. Here is the
necessity for indoctrination and grounding all the disciples in the
Saviour’s teaching. Here is the divine authority for the Bible
School, the cottage meeting, the mid-week service, the evange-
listic campaign, and whatever else may be useful in carrying out
the divine injunction to teach the taught and to teach the baptized
to do all that Christ commanded.

Whatsoever I have commanded you ... This establishes the
identity of the true doctrine; it is what Christ commanded,
nothing else. The most important fact of Christianity is that it is
“of Christ.” The true faith was “first spoken” by him (Heb. 2:3),
and not by any other: Whatsoever was not first spoken by the
Lord and confirmed by those who heard him can have no valid
claim as a part of Christianity. Not even the Holy Spirit came to
reveal new truth to the apostles but to “bring all things to their
remembrance” (John 14:26; 16:13). In practical fact, this limits
true Christianity to what is taught in the New Testament, for that
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is the only book that contains the authenticated teachings of the
Master. With the death of the last of the apostles who heard and
confirmed to others what Jesus taught, the revelation of God’s
true will for mankind was concluded. Many passages in the New
Testament make that crystal clear. People are commanded not to
go beyond what is written (1 Cor. 4:6); the apostles gave all
“things that pertain” to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3); the true
faith was “once for all” delivered to the saints (Jude 1:3), etc. In
the light of this, how much of present-day Christianity is
valueless? Auricular confession, baptizing of babies, countless
innovations in the worship, the doctrine of purgatory, penances,
redemption of penances, and literally scores of doctrines,
devices, and presumptions of men, are all identified as forming
a part of Christianity, but it is not so. Christ knew none of those
things. They were not first spoken by him; on the other hand, we
know the place, and the time, and the name of the man or men
who initiated those things and brought them into God’s worship.
Therefore, all such things must be rejected by those who would
walk after the oracles of God.10

THE CHRISTIAN MUST NOT WALK OUTSIDE OF
BUT MUST ABIDE IN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

The doctrine of Christ is not a creed, catechism or confession of
faith. Thus, His doctrine cannot be merely or arbitrarily cast aside.
Mixed in with the doctrines of men, confessions of faith, manuals,
disciplines, creeds, etc., may contain some elements of truth. However,
it is gross error to use them as one would use the Bible. Jesus preached
against such as that when He proclaimed that the teaching of the
Pharisees and Sadducees was vanity. He explained: “But in vain they
do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men”
(Mt.15:9). It is fatally dangerous to believe that God’s disobedient
children will go unpunished because they are sincere and have earnest
hearts. Then, there is Luke’s account of the rich man and Lazarus.

The Bible describes the rich man as one who was “clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day” (Lk. 16:19).
He is not unlike the many who believe that, absent the immediate
consequences of pain or loss, it makes no difference what one believes.
John refutes that kind of mind-set, warning:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
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and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed (2 Jn. 9-10).

John further informs: “[M]any false prophets are gone out into the
world” (1 Jn. 4:1). What John is describing entails the love of God
which demands justice. He will not ignore the stiff-necked, obstinate
heart of man. Instead, His love will condemn the one who is earnest in
heart, but disobedient in actions.

To transgress (2 Jn. 9) conveys the idea of “continuing action
toward or beyond the right limit or boundary.”11 1 Corinthians 4:6
states: “And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to
myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to
think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed
up for one against another.” All Christians are to live their lives within
the framework of the Holy Scriptures. To go outside of this framework
is clear disobedience to God’s command.

Paul writes to the churches of Galatia:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

1 John 5:20 affirms: “And we know that the Son of God is come, and
hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and
we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God, and eternal life.” If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ, we
do not have God (2 Jn. 9).

Jesus wants to find lovers of Truth when He returns to take His
bride, the church, to eternal glory (Lk. 18:8). Surely, those who
faithfully look for His return with confidence will find that His one and
only doctrine is the true key to their hope. Whose fault is it when
people believe that there is more than one doctrine of Christ? The Bible
plainly teaches that Christ has only one doctrine, and that no other
doctrine can qualify as its equal.

True faith is based on closely following the New Testament pattern.
Many denominational churches have lost their way. Failing to be what
Christ would have them to be, they have burdened themselves down
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with the traditions of men. Most have either lost or never realized what
the church was at its beginning. The doctrine of Christ is the only way
to find out what the church is to be and how one must become a citizen
in Christ’s kingdom.

CONCLUSION

The doctrine of Christ is important for Christians because it is the
only guide for fellowship with Truth. The desire for this cannot be any
less than the desire to be pure and free from all falsehood and to stand
boldly against false doctrine. May Christians everywhere remember
these words of John: “But the anointing which ye have received of him
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even
as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him” (1 Jn. 2:27).
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